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‘Ofall created things the loveliest, 
And most divine are children. 
— William Canton 
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I am reading 
Gokulam to improve 
my language. I speak 
Tamil at home. I like the 
magazine very much. 
T. Agila, Std. VIL, 
‘Saraswathi Vidhyalaya, 
Chennai. 









S\ 


> 


puzzles, snippets and strange facts. 
S.R.Chaitanya, Std. VIII A, 
‘Samaja Seva Mandali, Bangalore. 


© Please include ‘word power’, current affairs 
and essays, [want stories with a moral. 


‘Thank you 
& Ireceived a copy of Gokulam just as 
Iwas getting ready for school. I was 
pleased to see my sketch of Lord 
Ganesha in the Art Gallery section. 


I did very well in the school test that 
day, Thank you, Gokulam, 
R. Bhooma Saraswathy, Std. XII, Anna Adarsh 


MHSS, Chennai. 


Not published! 

1 Isent many contributions yet you published 

only three of them. [had sent a true story but 7 you want unselected 

you didn’t publish it. Why don’t you return articles to be returned, 

rejected items? Gokulam is a treasure. ‘you must enclose a self 
D. Johnson Parthiban, Std. IXC, Gddressed, stamped 

KVNo.2, Chennai. enyelope. Also, write 
Dear Johnson, each article on a different 
Your article will find a place in the magazine ifselected. sheet of paper. 
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PUZ 
X32 


Q Maths 


What is strange about these numbers? 





: 
r Ww 

Ww 1017 
vn 40001? 
ii, ee 
A001 hoe 


S. Siva Ramakrishnan, Std. XIIA, 
TVS Lakshmi MHSS, Madurai. 





Space Quiz-time 
|.Which is the largest asteroid? 
2. How big is the largest asteroid? 
3.How big isthe average 
asteroid? 






4. Which is the ‘Red planet’? 
5. What acid do the clouds on Venus 
consist of? 
6. Which is the planet nearest to Sun? 
7. What isthe period of Halley’s Comet? 
8, When was Halley's Comet last seen? 
9. When was the Comet West first seen? 
10. Which comet has the shortest period? 
. Santhosh Kumar Jain, age 14 
KY, DRDO, Bangalore. 





Find the Master 
Blaster 


Find the brand names using the 
signature lines to get the name of a 
‘master blaster’. You will get his name 
ifyou put together all encircled letters, 


1. Nothing official about it. —— — 
o= 

2.Trust the coolest one, 
—Ooaa 


3.The complete planned food —— 
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4, Kuch khatti, kuch meethi. —— 
5, The unique collection - Big picture, 
big sound, —-—O—— 

6, Get more out of life ———— 
7. The best lacto in town. ———— 
saa O— 

8, The high-voltage chocolate. — — 
---98 

9. An organisation to control AIDS 
(abbreviated) — 
10. Size does matter (A Hollywood 
film) -—Q ————— 

11, East or west, ——— © — saree 
is the best. 

12, Believe in the best. -—Q 

13, International suitings - be a world 





14, Driven by passion. — —Q— 
15, Cycle and rikshaw tyre.) —— 


Shreesha S. Bhat, age 11, 
St. Rita's EPS., 


(Cliewe + Cav you rll me whar your fees 
ane? 
Lawyen + Well, I change 100 rupees 10 
answer 3 Questions. 
Cliewr : Thats eather steep, ist it? 
Lawyer : Yes, now whar’s your final 
‘question? 

M. Rajesh Jain, Chennai. 











CAN pit 
YOU? "4s 


‘Arrange the numbers in the boxes 
above so that no two consecutive 
numbers are next to each other 
(horizontally, vertically or diagonally) 
M. Rajesh Jain, Chennai. 


a 


























1. Ithas no legs, but just for fun itis 
always on the run, What is it? 

2. When does an elephant sit 
fence? 





3. What has teeth but cannot bite 





4, What did the sun say to the moot 


5, What did the father telephone say 
to his so 


K. Charanya, age 12, Bangalore, 
ANSWERS ON PAGE 8 
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to Shoba's house is, 
‘owned by an old man. The 
d with two 
into custody 
by police. Shoba ropes in he 
cousin's help. Rakesh and his 
friends and Shoba turn 
uths. Raman lal, the 
‘owner of the rose 
considered a 

















neighbours 
that Raman lal’s son is 
The children 


twas the longest week at school. 


‘When Sunday dawned Shoba sought 


THE 
ROSE GARDEN 
MYSTERY 


permission to visitheraunt’s house. The 
young detectives metat Rakesh’s house. 
‘They decided to check out one of Ramu 
Kaka’s neighbours. 

‘An old man sat on the portico of the 
house opposite Ramu Kaka’s house. 
‘When he saw them approach his house, 
the old man said cheerily, “So you 
are investigating the murders?” 

‘The children were taken aback. 





How had he 
known? Before 
the children could 
gather their wits about them the old man 
said, “My daughter and Raman lal’s son 
were classmates. Navin was invited to 
birthday party. He died in an accident 
‘on the way back home.” 
“Can you give 






‘Its the third house 
in the fourth street,” 
the man said, 


Te ee 
the children 
met Praveen, 
Navin's friend. 
Praveen was 
standing by the 
gate when the 
children arrived. 
Praveen said, 
“Navin. shared a 
passion for the rose 
garden with his father, He 
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was very surprised when he saw 
a bouquet of roses on my table. 
He wanted to know who had 
gifted the bouquet. I said it was 


from my uncle.” 
Just then a man emerged 
from the house. “This is my 





uncle, Suresh" Praveen 
explained. 
“What are you doing here?” 


The man was rude, The 
children didn’t like him, When 
he learnt why they had come 
there, he paled. 
Arvind’s attention was 
ccaught by the tan on the man’s 
left ring finger. 
Suresh, Praveen’s uncle, 


Arvind’s attention 
was caught by the 
tan on the man’s 
fing finger 



















probably regularly wore a ring. 
‘A broad, half-inch wide band. Today, 
he didn’t wear it. Suresh tried to hide 
his fingers by stuffing his hands into his 
trouser pocket. He was very 
uncomfortable. Arvind wondered why 
the man was so uncomfortable. 
Praveen said, “Uncle isa very modest 
man. Last week, he gifted his 
gold ring to a 
worker in 






children left 
shortly after- 
wards, 


Rakesh came up with an idea. Close to 
the rose garden a building was under 
construction. Rakesh brought his 
binoculars. The children chose a vantage 
point in the half-finished building. 
Arvind looked into the garden through 
the binoculars. He gasped. A half-inch 
gold band lay nestled in the 
grass close to a rose bush. 

“The ring...” he said 
softly. 








(To continue) 

M. Vidhya, 

Std. VIL, 
Bhaktavatsalam 
Vidhyashramam, 

Chennai. ¥ 
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Space Quiz-time 


1. Ceres, 2. 1000 km across, 3. 
270 km across, 4. Mars, 5. 
Sulphuric acid, 6. Mercury, 7. 76 
years, 8. 1986, 9. 1976, 10. Comet 
Enke. 


Find the master blaster 
1. Pepsi 

2. Kelvinator 

3. Complan 

4. Hajmola 

5. Onida 








7. Maha Lacto 
8. Charge 

9. Naco 

10. Godzilla 
41. Vipul 

12. BPL 

13. S'Kumars 
14, Fiat 

15. Ralco. 


sts] CAN 
z~ YOU? 


RIDDLE - ME - REE! 


1. A ball ; 2. When it is time to 
mend the fence; 3. Comb; 4. Get 
away from my sight. I'l bum you, if 
| lose my temper; 5. You are too 
young to be engaged. 



















alo 
© 
a 























Teacher : Rajesh, where is your 
homework? 

Rajesh : At home, madam. 
Teacher : But, why? 

Rajesh : Because itis homework 
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g Jayabalan was getting fatter day by 
day. He had put on enormous weight, 
and looked like an inflated balloon, 
Ayalaan, the minister for foreign LL 
affairs, commented on this to his friend Varisumai, 
the finance minister. They were at a meeting in 
the king's palace. 


“The way he is bloating, he'll burst one day” 
Ayalaan whispered to Varisumai. 

“Yes, he is a walking time 
bomb" Varisumai whispered 
back 


At that point Ganabadi, 
the minister for heavy 


The ministers 
debated whether 
Ganabadi rolled or 
walked. 
industry, waddled into 
the meeting hall with a 


big smile, He looked like 
agleeful hippopotamus, He 

















“Here comes an- 
other time bomb" said 
Ayalaan. 

“Lwish he would 
roll rather than 
walk” said Varisumai. “He could move faster that whether Ganabadi 


way. walked or rolled." 
“I thought he was rolling” said Ayalaan chuck- The king guff- 
ling. awed. All the minis- 
“What isthe joke?" asked Sigainasam, the home _ters laughed too. 
minister. There was a momentary silence. “Soon we will 


Then Varisumai said: “We were debating have to make bigger 
GOKULAM 9 Apel2000 












ministers would dare. 
“Perhaps we should both try to 
slim down” the king said. 
Sigainasam thought he should 
defend the king. “The motto of 
our nation is ‘Fat is Beautiful’, and 
so the king should be er... er. 
portly” he said. 
“But, Sigainasam, it is not 
good for one’s health” said 
‘Apothikari, the health minister. 
“Excess weight isa burden on 
the heart.” 
“Maybe; Ganabadi and | 








"A king should be 
weighty” Solmannan 
declared. 


should try to slim down a bit” said the 
“1 was asked to try 
meditation” said Gana- 
§- = 
“What is medita- 
tion?” the king asked. 


= “Itis just deep thinking” said Ganabadi. “You 
doorways forhim”’ said think you are slim, and you become slim.” 





elmo “Did you try it?” the king asked. 
Gonabosilaughed. ,_ “1. I set in the meditative pose, and tried 
“We are both more or ‘© meditate. < 
“What happened?” 


less the same, your ps 
majesty" he said. He “I slept off. 

was the king’s closest All the ministers burst into laughter. 

friend, andsohecould “And when | didn't fall asleep, 1 was only 
take liberties which thinking of food” said Ganabadi. “So it had.a 
none of the other negative effect. 1 actually put on more weight.” 


GOKULAM 10 Agd7000 


Again the ministers laughed. 
“What exactly can we do then to lose weight?” 
the king asked. 


“One way is to go on a diet” said Apothikari 

“That's out ofthe question’ said Ganabadi and 
the king together. Both of them were fond of 
eating 

“Il see if can find some suitable method for 
reducing” said Apothikari, And then they went 
on to talk about other things 

‘A week later, when the ministers met for a 
discussion, Apothikati talked about a new system 
of treatment practised by a famous therapist who 
happened to be visiting Jayabalpore. 

“Bring him here tomorrow" said the king 
Apothikati agreed. 

“The next day all the ministers gathered in the 
king's palace to meet the wonder 
doctor. 

Apothikari came into the hall 
followed by a tall, Iong-faced man 
dressed in what looked like a satin 
dressing gown. 

“This is Velvet Raj” said Apo- 
thikari, and the man bowed stiffly 
fo the king, and then surveyed the 
ministers with a steady gaze, The 
irises of his eyes were like pin- 
points in a large expanse of 
White, giving the impression 
of staring 

“He is called Velvet Raj 
because he always wears 
velvet" said Apothikari 

“Actually | am called so 
because of the soft touch of 
my fingers while treating 
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patients" said Velvet, 
Raj ina deep, rumbling 
voice 

“Well, can you cure 
the king?” Sigainasam 
asked. 


“That will depend 
on the ailment” said 
Velvet Raj 

“No ailment" said 
Sigainasam loftily 
“His majesty is as 
healthy a8 a... et. 1 
mean...” 

“You mean as heal- 
thyas a horse” said the 
king chirpily. Sigaina- 















PROFESSIONS 


A doctor administers the patient an injection, 
‘A lawyer brings up to the judge an injunction, 

‘A scientist works all night on his invention, 
‘Apilot slices through the stromy skies in his plane, 
‘Ateacher chides the pupil with a swish of his cane, 
‘A farmer sows seeds aiming for a huge granary, 
‘A player runs on the field and slams a century. 

‘A clerk busies himself with a bundle of files, 

‘A designer spends all day making afew tiles, 

‘As I watch these people from my shell, 

‘And wonder, what should | make of mysel, 

{es all so confusing | shall need some help. 





awkwardly. 





more appropriate’ Ayalaan 
whispered to Varisumai 

“Ganabadi is a healthy pachy- 
derm” Varisumai said in a low tone. 

Sigainasam cleared his throat 
“The reason for calling you here is 
to help reduce alittle of his majesty's 
weight” he said. 

Solmannan, the minister for 
publicity, felt that he should say 
something. He rose and put up a 
hand for silence. “When we say 
‘weight, we don't mean weight” he 
said. “A king should be weighty. 
Our king is a weighty monarch, for 
his words carry a lot of weight. That 
is a good thing, and we should give 
a lot of weight to it. But wait. Itis 
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S.Maneesh Verma, Std. IX A, 
KY, Secunderabad, 


Dear Maneesh, pl. send your house address. 
etal 





== 
not that weight that we have to 


prune, for we are all in tune with 
that...” 








sit down” the king 
snapped. “Curb your weighty 
words, or I'll put a weight on you 
and throw you in the sea.” 

Arivili, the education minister, 
scratched his head. “But your 
majesty" he said, “there is no sea in 
our country!” 





“*Enough of this nonsense" the 


king thundered. “Look here, 
Wetwell Raj...” 

“It is Velvet, your majesty" said 
Velvet Raj stiffly. 


“Oh, whatever” said the king. 
“Now tell us, can you do something 
about my weight?” 

12 seco 


“Certainly, your majesty” said the 
therapist. “Ican create certain good 
vibes which will nullify all the bad 
influences that have made you 
bloat.” 

“Careful” said Sigainasam. 
“Don't use disrespectful words.” 

“Alright” said Velvet Raj, 
“Instead of ‘bloat’ I'll use the word 
‘expand, I make certain gestures and 
then touch his majesty very lightly 
on his abdomen. This art is called 
Faiky, named after Fake Sher Khan, 
the famous Arabian healer.” 

“Js it safe?” asked Apothikari. 

“Absolutely” said Velvet Raj. 

“Anyway, it is better he tried it 
‘on Ganabadi first” said Sigainasam. 

“So | am the guinea pig, am I?” 
Ganabadi said. 

“The biggest in the world” said 
Varisumai. 

“Let's take the treatment to- 
gether, Ganabadi” said the king 
And it was so agreed. 

The next day the king and 
Ganabadi sat side by side ready for 
the treatment, 











‘Velvet Raj walked in dramatically 


with both hands up, palms out, and 
staring so much that everyone felt 
nervous. 

“Relax!” he said in a sepulchral 
voice, There was absolute silence 
amidst the ministers gathered there, 
“Relax” he said again, and 
approached the king. 

“Relax!” Velvet Raj came close 
to the king and lightly touched him 
on the stomach. The king started 
giggling, and then burst into un- 
controllable laughter. “It tickles" the 
king yelled, and Ganabadi also 
started screaming with laughter. 
Soon both the men were rolling on 
the floor, laughing uproariously. 

Velvet Raj stared at them for 
awhile and then walked out. Apo- 
thikari hurried after him. 

“Look here, Apothikari”” said 
Velvet Raj, “no one can treat these 
mastodons.” And then he went off. 

Both the ‘patients’ were kicking 
their heels in the air, slapping their 
thighs and screeching with laughter. 
All the ministers were laughing too. 

The king and Ganabadi are still 
overweight. 








Son : What isa weapont 
Mother = It is something you fight 
with. 
Son : You mean like dad? 

Aparna Renganathan, age 15, 


—— 

















? How does smoking affect the 
heart? 

| Tobacco smoke is packed with 
‘many poisons that can damage the heart 
and blood vessels. Nicotine present in 





the tobacco is an addictive poison and 
it makes the heart beat faster resulting 
in hypertension i.e, rise in the blood 
pressure, 

Nicotine also increases the risk of 
blood clots. Carbon monoxide, a 
poisonous gas released when tobacco 
burns -is inhaled by the smoker and it 
dramatically cuts the amount of oxygen 
that the blood can carry around the 
body and to the heart. 

So when a person smokes, his heart 
has to work harder and gets less oxygen. 
This process leads to the deadly disease 
called heart attack 












Trichy. 
? 1am al- 
ways affected 
by cold. Ihave 
a runny nose. 
Kindly suggest 
a simple and 
cheap remedy. 
1A Runny 
nose associated 
with sneezing is a typical symptom of 
allergic thinitis or vasomotor rhinitis. 
There is no permanent cure for either 
allergicor vasomotor rhinitis, especially 
if you are living in a dusty metropolis, 
or if your work involves exposure to any 
allergen. Check if allergens like pollen, 
house dust, perfume or any food item 
precipitates your nasal problem. Every 
time you have a runny nose, use anti- 
allergic tablets and vitamin-C, till your 
attack subsides. 
* KR. Ramya, Tirupathi 
? What causes black circles under 





{ 
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the eyes? Is there a remedy? 
1 A large amount of melanocytes are 
deposited on the dermis under the eyes, 
Itcauses black circles. 

Usually stress, restlessness, thyroid 
diseases and prolonged wearing of 
spectacles result in this problem, To 
avoid dark circles, sleep well, be 
relaxed, But do not oversleep, Try not 
to worry. 

at plenty of fresh vegetables and 
fruits. Go for a walk daily. Keep apiece 
of cucumber on the eyes for an hour. 
Consult your family doctor before using, 
a depigmentary cream. 








* L, Mohan, Chennai, 

? What causes typhoid fever? How 
‘can we prevent it? 

1 It is caused by Salmonella typhit 
bacteria, It is a water-borne disease. 
Faecal contamination of water and food 
by typhoid carriers is responsible for this 
disease, 

Fever, vomiting and diarrhoea are the 
main symptoms. Fever usually rises in 





Dr. G. Ganesan, Rajapalayam 
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the nights. It can be cured by intake of 
proper antibiotics. Both oral and 
intramuscular typhoid vaccines are 
available. 

‘Their administration will prevent the 
disease. However, immunity lasts for 
three years only. Always boil water 
before drinking or use potable water, 
Always keep covered all food items. 
This will prevent flies from sitting on 
food items. Houseflies often find their 
way to uncovered food items, They 


Why do black circles 
occur under the eye? 





carry typhoid germs 

* G.Narendiran, Tuticorin. 

2 Please suggest a remedy for prickly 
heat. 

1 Prickly heat is very common when 
itis hot and humid, Rashes appear all 
‘over the body and are more marked on 
the neck and shoulders. Rashes cause 
itching, inflammation and sometimes 
bacterial infection, Bathing twice a day 
with cold water will reduce the chances 
of prickly heat. You can apply calamine 
lotion or cream over the rashes. Do not 
Use too much powder or medicated 
soaps. Acool environment may prevent 
this problem, 
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Name : 
Ajay Kumar Lath 

Age:17 

‘Address: Clo. Mr. Motilal 
Lath, Main Road, Bargarh, 
Orissa -768 028. 

Hobbies : Reading mags- 
zines like Gokulam, coins! 
stamps collection, playing. 


Name : J. Rama 

Age: 13 yrs. 

‘Address : Dio. K. Jaya 
raman, CB-3/E, Newtown. 
Bhadrawathi - 577 301 
Karnataka, 





Address : 252/4, Thim- 
mayya Officers’ Quarters, 
Tirumalgiri, Secunderabad - 
500015. 

Hobbies : Reading story 
books, stamp collection, 
watching TV, cycling, etc. 


Name : Prathmesh 
N. Shah 
‘Age: 14 years 

‘Address : C/o. N.C. Shah, 
Qtr. No. 76/20, 11 Range-Hills, 

Khadki, Pune - 411 020. 
Hobbies : Reading maga- 
zines (mostly 


Hobbies in Hindi), 
Dancing, sing- novels, making 
ing, listening to scientific 
music and ‘models, collec- 
‘making friends, ting question- 

answers on 

Name how and why 
Pallavi Prasad Ce things. 

‘Age: 15 

‘Address : No. 45, 46, D.C. Halli, Name: G. Priya 
Billekahalli Post, Begur Hobli, Bangalore Age: 15 years 
~ 560 076. Address : 103, Urjitha Apartments, 


Hobbies : Singing, dancing, playing 
onium & tabla, writing letters and 











Name : Puram Preethi 
Age : 11 years 


‘Anand Bagh (West), Safilguda, Hyderabad 
~ 500 087. 

Hobbies = Painting, reading books, 
gardening, nature-watching, 


‘Name : B. Prajwala Varambally 








Father : Your report card says 
that you failed in every subject 
except Geography. Can you 
explain that? 

Son = Sure, | don’t like geo- 
graphy. 
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‘Age : 16 years 
‘Address : Rudra Priya Nagar, Behind 
Jupiter Industries, Indrali, Udupi -576 102. 
Karnataka, 
Hobbies : Swimming, dancing, making 
friends, writing poems/stories, 
music, drawing, painting, chattin 





Name : Manali Virkar 

‘Age ; not mentioned 

‘Address : Swama Co-op. Hsg, Society, 
Bik, No. 3, I Floor, A- wing, Panch 
akhadi, Pipline Road, Thane (W) = 400 
602, 

Hobbies : Reading, cycling, dancing 


Name : Swapna Pilla 

‘Age: 15 years 

Address : Plot No. 79, Koshav Nagar, 
Kodariya, MHOW (MP). 

Hobbies : Reading books, singing, 
dancing and making friends. 


Name : Sandeep Pillai 

‘Age: 9 years 

‘Address : Plot No. 79, Keshav Nagar, 
Kodariya, Mhow (MP), 

Hobbies : Reading books, cricket, 
inging and making friends, 


Name : M. Deepak 

‘Age: 13 years 

‘Address : S/o. R, Manoharan, 7/106, 
Bharathinagar, Kangayampalayam (Post), 


“Mother : Eat your spinach Jim. 
Jimmy : No, mum. 
Mother : Why not? 
Jimmy + | don't want to be always 
fighting like Popeye! 
T. Shankar, age 16, 
Belvoir Itl., Colombo. 
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‘Sulur - 641 401. Coimbatore. 

Hobbies : Reading books, listening 10 
‘music, playing (cricket, football), painting, 
nnature-watching. 


Name : Raga 

Age : 15 years 

Address: 65/27, OVM Street, 
‘Chepauk, Chennai - 600 005. 

Hobbies : Surfing the net and listening 
to music. 


Name : Amarjith, B., 

Age : not mentioned 

Address : V/302, Madhava Sadanam, 
Kumarakom P.O,, Kottayam Dist. Kerala 
= 686 563, 

Hobbies : Watching TV & films 
(Hindi), listening to music, reading 
Gokulam and other books, making 
penpals. 


Name : Sharon Stanley 

‘Age : 13 years 

‘Address : No, 15, Ayarbadi, ‘Thiruk- 
kalukundram - 603 109. Kanchipuram 
District 

Hobbies : Stamp & coins collection, 
music, dance, reading books, making 
friends and painting. 

‘Two children have not mentioned 
theirage details. Ifany of the particulars 
‘are omitted, the name shall not be listed 
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Strange encounter 


All cousins had assembled at 
granny’s house for the summer hols. 
We had fun. It was our only chance to 
seream, laugh and fight besides play all 
day. One night, ! accompanied an aunt 
and her little daughter to her house, She 
lived a few buildings away from 
granny’s house. 

Iwas walking behind them when the 
lights went out. There was no moon in 
the sky. It was too dark for me to see 
‘what was ahead of me. 

‘We had taken only a few steps from 
‘granny’s house. I couldn’t see my aunt 
and her daughter who had moved a 
little ahead of me. Suddenly a torch 
light flashed from somewhere behind. 
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Before I could turn around, a hand 
covered my mouth from behind. 
My heart almost stopped beating, I 


My heart almost stopped! 
! flailed my arms. 








+ flailed my arms. The torch shone 
into my face. 1 saw in the light 
that it was my cousin, T could have 
scolded him but it struck me that I was 
pleased that it had been only my 
cousin and not a stranger. 
DS. Vinu, Bangalore, 
Dear Vinu, pl. send in your age and 
the name of your school. 





Sweet dreams 


We were returning from Vijayawada 
after a visit to my grandma’s house. 
She was ill. So my mother stayed back. 
Father accompanied me. 

‘When the train arrived at a station 
carly in the morning, a boy of about 
nine boarded our compartment, armed 
with a broom. He swept the floor of 
the compartment, The adults dropped 
afew coins as he held out his palm after 
finishing his chore. 

‘That evening there was commotion 
in the compartment. I turned around. 
It was the same boy. He was followed 
by two boys almost the same age as he. 
One of them went on all fours and 
began searching the floor. The othets 
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cclambered up to the 


berths. 
Soon, the 
sweeper-boy hooted 






















in oy. The other two 
boys looked at him. 
Ito0 looked up. The 
sweeper-boy held a 





half-eaten banana. He ate up the 
banana. The two boys now scampered 
off to another part of the compartment. 
I waited to ensure that the other two 
boys wouldn’t return. I handed a 
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couple of bananas to the sweeper, 
To my surprise, the sweeper 
whistled to the two boys. They shared 
the fruits between themselves. 
asked father what they dreamt of? 





Whot did he dream 
about? 





He said, “they would dream of a better 
life just as you dream of becoming a 
doctor or an engineer. 

Did they dream of freedom from 
sweeping the train floors? The train 
moved out of the station. I peeped out 
and noticed that the three boys had 
boarded another train. 

N. Sudha, Std. X, 
Kerala Samajam MS, 
Jamshedpur. 


Kitchen adventure 


‘The exams were over. School was 
becoming a routine. Ina week school 
‘would close fora month. I was looking 
forward to trying a new hobby. 

It was saturday afternoon. My 
parents were out shopping. Iwas read- 
ing a Walter Scott novel. A dictionary 
helped me to look up new words in the 
novel 

My stomach growled. I needed 
some refreshments. I raided the fridge. 
‘There was nothing interesting in it, A 
packet of bread and margraine appear- 
ed appetising. A cup of tea and a toast 
‘or two should do, I decided. Since my 


parents would return soon, Icould have 
an early supper. 
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Thave never before tried my hands 
atculinary affairs. Still, could not wait 
for my parents to return. What if 
something went wrong? I refused to 
think in those lines, It took me half an 
hour to toast the bread slices. Iwas 
breathless after the effort. I was 
unaccostomed to such 
exertions, 

Perhaps the 
toast was a little 
scorched. It was 
not the colour of 
gold and honey 
like my 
mother’s 
preparation. It 
was black on 
cone side. It was 


The toast was 
bumt and soggy 








soggy too. The tea tasted bitter. Tadded 
a spoonful of sugar, yet it tasted no 
better. 

Iwas pleased, however. The rumble 
in my stomach had subsided. Icouldn’t 
care if the toast and the tea were not 
really uptg the mark! 

I wondered if I should pursue my 
desire to learn a new hobby - cooking! 

Arnab Kar, Std. IX, 


‘Nay Nalanda, Calcutta. 


Trip turned sour 


It was my first visit to a hill station. 
We arrived in Darjeeling on a pleasant 


EXPERIENCE 














Tin 


day. 

We visited the 200, parks, the tea 
‘gardens and the museum. 

We also visited the rock garden, the 
waterfalls, Garg world and the 


| spent the hours drinking 
water. 


ropeway. AsI watched the people there 
it struck me that each member worked 
hard to make a living. 

‘The return journey overshadowed 
the entire trip. The bus trip to Calcutta 
should have taken only 12 hours. 
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Answer these! 


1. Which bird is the emblem of the United 
States? 

2. On the bank of which river does the 
‘Taj Mahal stand? 

3. How do we call a female fox? 

4. Which is the most thickly populated 
city in India? 

‘5. Where is the Indian Naval Academy situated? 

6. When was the national flag of India adopted? 

7. Where is the Sun temple in India situated? 
In which state in India is the festival of Bihu celebrated? 
Who designed the Suez Canal? 

S. Lavanya, Std. IX B, St. Joseph's Convent, Coonoor. 
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Instead it took 22 hours. The bus ran 
into maintenance problems. The 
passengers quarrelled with the bus 
driver. 

‘At one point the driver abandoned 
the bus and the passengers. We had 
‘not equipped ourselves with snacks, 1 
spent the hours drinking 










reserved tickets and travelled by train 
we'd probably not have faced this 
situation. Finally, we reached Calcutta 
a day late 

Howev' 


iven a chance, I'd love 
to visit Darjeeling again, 
Pratik Gautham, 

Std. V, 

Stewart School, 
S.C.M. Tata 
Stee 








more, he enriched his knowledge 
and this brought about greater 


Man believed the sun, stars, 
moon, comets, etc. to be gods, 
He worshipped them. He 


thirsted for more knowledge 
Unfortu: nately, he did not 
have the necessary tech- 
nology. He continue: 
















M pope a 
bee tong 


and arduous. His 
patience and intelligence 
paid off eventually, With his 
nce with the environment, he 
al tools for survival, Pro: 
gress quickened after the invention gather 
ofwheelsand fire, Being moreintelli- information 
gent, he dominated his companion about everything ¢ 
cs puzzled him. Till the 20th century 
After the invention of the steam explore the space, His 
engine, weapons and firearm! ed, So was his know: 




















‘man could 
graduated to the invention of electri- Jedge, He progressed steadily and 
city and computers. The long spell finally succeeded. 

of inventionsand discov 

ed many of his superstitious beliefs or ihe 
As he explored more and 

















rst time in 1957, man 
began to explore Space. He built 
‘an artificial satelite, Years of research 
ater, man was able to reach the 
moon. Like other devices man 
benefited from artificial satellites. 








Far-reaching changes were pos+ 
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sible only after a detailed study of the 
satellites. The building of a satellite 
led to changes in our communic: 
tion systems. All other inventions that 
had so far preceeded the artificial 
satellite became totally dependent on 
the newest gadget. 

TY, radio, computer, aitp! 
were all linked through s 
Weather telecast, exchange 
tary information, email and internet, 











* India's second tatelite Bhaskoro 





even telephone are linked to 
satellites. Today, no communication 
channel can do without satellites! 


First step 

As an experiment Russia first 
launched its artificial satellite Sputnik 
= Tinto Space. The next step was to 
send an animal (dog) into space. A 
giant leap came when Neil Armstrong 
walked on moon, 

‘Today, man uses satellites in every 
possible way. Now almost all coun- 
tries have their own satellite alert 
systems operating throughout the 

day, Their contribution to 
science and astronomy is very 
significant 














Artificial satellites 


being used for six 





purposes broadly. 
They are scientific 
research, weather 


monitoring, communi- 
cation, navigations, 
earth observation and 
monitoring of military 
movements, These 





satellites also help in 
easuring X-rays, 
gamma rays, studying 
other planets and stars 
etc. The Hubble space 
telescope has given 
plenty of information 
and has helped in various scientific 
experiments. 

‘Weather warning systems along the 
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Military secrets can 
be learnt by 
meticulous use of 
satellites. 


port help fishermen to be better pre- 
pared during cyclones. Navigation of 
ships and planes are easy because 
satellites help to pinpoint their loca- 
tions. India is using satellites to tap 
the much-needed mineral deposits. 


War-time needs 
During the Iraqi- 


American war, 
American satellites 





were deployed to 

flush out missiles. Thus 
Americans had an edge over 
their enemy. Various military secrets 
can be learnt by meticulous use of 
satellites. 

Satellite isa very new concept. Yet, 
in just 40 years of its invention, the 
progress in its technology has been 
remarkable. Satellites are used in 
every field either directly or in- 
directly. Man has put his invention 
to efficient use. 

Artificial satellites had served their 
purpose when they connected the 
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world through the internet by com- 
puters. Earlier, commercially, inter- 
net was unknown. It was used only 
for military purposes. Today, every- 
thing, including shopping and study- 
ing can be done on the internet. All 
TV channels beam programmes 
through a network of satellites. 
Weather satellites forewarn 
of disasterous climatic 
changes. 
The days 












not far when people will talk 
to each other via satellite 
instead of the telephone, 
Cars, trainsand buses may be 
vigated using satellites. 

Satellites may forewarn us of 

floods and droughts. Spy 
satellites could eventually trigger wars 
and destroy earth, The wrong use of 
satellites will lead to disaster. 

Any mistake will cause fatal dam- 
age. A scientific invention must be 
sensibly used, so that it leads to pro- 
gress. Itshould not undo all the good. 
that man thought of while inventing 
it 





S. Shankar Prasad, Std. IX, 
KY, Kudremukh, 
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Mother + Why nee you apg oismet al 
cover your body? 
Son + cat ar school vay sar peeveton 
is been haw cue, Appyng his imme will 
pve me rom ging hunt. 
RR, Naveen Rajan, age 15, 
‘AKNU School, Madu, 


‘Teacher: : Can youdefine skeleton? 
Balu : One who went on fast and| 


the baby sep. forgot to stop. 
, Sashidharan, Std. VI 


Husbond : If you stop singing he wil 
Iimmediolly got seep. HSSS, Chent 


=a) 
f/ 


opened open 
om + [lllsing seme see choc 
‘Shyam al bing puns 
Mahan [wil bin seats ond my cme, 
‘An Til lying ny brctherscd sir 
Vjesn SH VI C, Shame HSS, Chr 
Dao Voy sed yur bese obese 
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returned from pilgrimage and 
asked for her coins the fakir 
denied any knowledge of the 


Birbal sent the 
woman home 
promising to 
help her. The 
next day Birbal 
disguised himself 
as a rich merchant. 
He strode up to the 
saint and said, “O 
holy one! I am visit- 
ing my brother in the 
next town. I have a bag 
of gold coins, I'llleave it 
with you and collect it 
from you after I return.” 
Before the saint could 
say anything the old 
widow arrived, She asked 
the saint to hand over her 
bag of copper coins. Now 
the saint was caught 


ina dilemma. If he 
denied knowledge of 
ne day the copper coins the 
an old rich man may doubt 
widow him 
approached Birbal. 
She had been duped of her 
money by a saint. The old 
widow had gone on a 
pilgrimage. She had given a 


bagful of copper coins for safe 

keeping to a fakir who lived nearby. __If he returned the old woman's 
She had told the fakir that she'd _bag of coins he would stand to gain 
collect it from him on her return the rich man's faith, Anyway, a bag 
from pilgrimage. When the widow of gold coins was more valuable than 
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“The saint asked the old widow to 
dig at a corner in the garden. The 
woman did. There lay her bag of 
copper coins. She thanked the saint 
and left with her bag of copper coins 
Meanwhile a messenger arrived and 
informed Birbal (who was in disguise) 
that his brother had come to visit 
him. 

Birbal saluted the saint and left 
saying that now there was no need 
for him to take care of his bag of 
gold coins. The saint cursed himself, 
and turned a new leaf 

R. Rajabharath, Std. IX C, 
DAV SSS, Chennai. 








THE LUNCH 
HOUR 


goes the school bell, 
eese oll hel. 


Rering. 
And brea 
Girls ond b 
Sialy minutes for lnch, beep sore. 
A giel lets her lunch box fall, 
‘Obher students’ morch il stalls. 















Desos, rice, noodles and ids 

Men's paced boi ond puri 

We hove line enough lo munch, 

Weshall play aller lunch, 

Tine fest fas), we bermcan, 

There gees the bell agai, we groan! 
Soviths Goneson, Std. Vill B, 

DIEA Scheel, N. Dalhi. 
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ITS HIGH 
TIME | CRUSHED 
1D OLT OF 
EXIGTENCE } 





THE Hubb 
PRACTICAL: 
hn ha F 





\ PUTORES: Wgjt 
—— 








Psrurio! 
/ BE 19 MAKING. 
/ IT 16 Easy roR 
ME TO FINISH 
Him OFF! 





GOKULAM 28 iyiz00 











GHE CAUGT HIN 
BY THE TP OF 
WER 


My Sere pebteuctn) 
Fecal =~) \Gp 
CK } 
you Lite PEST. / liv 
Youwavegn.y —<_\\ \\\ 
TEN SECONDS: ws 


To ESCAPE! 
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PETPALS 








Teuddled up on the cot. The forest. 
did not dull the thunder claps or 
the lightnings. Dad was looking 
through some of the photographs he 
had recently taken, Mom was 


engrossed in a book. 


I ‘was a stormy night. Chinnu and 


Suddenly the 
horn of the jeep 
broke the silence of 
the forest. Chinn 
jumped at the 
sound. Dad 


answered the call, 
“T'l be in a minute,” he said. 

‘We looked at each other. Dad threw 
over his shoulder a raincoat and wore 
his water-proof boots. “I may be late,” 
he told Mom'and walked into the rain, 
We were almost asleep when the 
door bell rang. I sat up groggily, Mom 
‘was at the door. “What is this?” Mom 
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asked alarmed. 

1 jumped off the cot and went into 
the living room, Dad had shed his 
raincoat and his boots. In the middle 
of the living room of the forest 
bungalow stood a baby et 

My eyes almost popped out. 

calf wa 
“Kannan,” 
Chinnu said 
happily. 
“What?” I 
“I've just named him Kannan." 
Dad called Satish uncle over the 
phone as he took large swigs of 
the hot tea mom had served. 
to mom. “The baby is just 
week old.” 


wounded too. 
asked uncomprehendingly. 
“Poachers,” he said shortly 


Ss“ uncle treated the 
calf's wounds. Soon, 
wwe produced a gunny bag 
that made an excellent rug for 
the calf, Iwent off to bed while Chinnu 
stayed up. Kannan had set off the jeep's 
hor, dad later explained. 

was woken up in the middle of the 
night. I tried to sit up but something 
was holding me back. I peered into the 
darkness. I groped for the switch of 
the bedside lamp. It was Kannan’s 
trunk. He was sleeping on the gunny 
rug next to Chinnu, Chinnu had her 
arm on Kannan’s rug. 
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a 
Kannan seemed a perfect name. He 
blinked so much. Kannan wasaclever 
elephant calf, Who else would have 
thought of sounding the horn? 

‘A week passed. Kannan’s wounds 
were healing well. We spent all our 
free time with Kannan, Till his wounds 
healed, Kannan slept with the rug 
‘on him in a corner in our room. 


pO; YOU KNOW? 


+ Insects do not have any blood oftheir 
‘own. they have any blood in 
them, then tis ofsome 
other organism. 







y the end of the week we had 
forged a strong bond with Kannan. 
Soon, it was time to send the calf 
back to its home. Chinnu cried non- 
stop. “Why should Kannan go?” 
“Because this is not his home. He 
must live with his kind,” Dad 
explained, I understood a little of what 
Chinnu was going through, I was four 
years older to her. I couldn't comfort 
her, either 
Kannan blinked and his trunk 
swayed to and fro, His wound had 
healed well. Mother said finally, “he 
has to return to his parents Chinn. 
‘They would be worried about him.” 
Kannan received a tearful send off. 
‘One month had passed. It was 
growing dark. We heard a knock on 
the door. [thought it was Satish uncle 
orhis wife or the delivery boy bringing 
newspaper or milk. But it was none of 
them. In fact, it was a pachyderm. 
Kannan stood on the porch. We 
enjoyed his visit. Kannan continues to 
visit us even to this day. 
S. Gouri, Std. X B, 
Carmel GHS, Thycaud. 


+ Rainwater 
contains vitamin B. 
12. 

* Allover the world 252 types of potatoes are 

* The biggest chill 
plant (6.6 mt) is 
found in Almora, 
India 

* Chandragupta 
Maurya's Greek wife 
started the revolu- 
tion of wearing sarees. 


* Me and Mrs. 
Nirman have lived as 
rman and wite for 83 





yeast 

* tna has 15 offic 
languages and 5 
alec. 

* Aces est 10 
imicrometre in sire, (1 
ricromete = 0.001) 

* The name nylon is derived from th nan 
ofthe places where it was made 
in large quantities (NY = New 
York, Lon= London) 

Vinit Dilip Kamat, Std. vita, 
AECS No. 3, Mumbai 
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HA 
| CAN Go ROUND » 
im THE Sa a 





= 
OY Tie SURFACE er 
TEN SECONDS ~; aaa 


BL ATER- LRA Sa Re 


_-/Wyar's 
| ( MAT? 2 
| unbed! 


( Ronit Piva pina 
UnDeRaround), 
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r en ee = 
| BURSTING THROUGH | 
THE GROUND 1 Cs 

ERONT OF THEN ~~ ) 


_/CASHWANTH! "You AND BS 
TRE PROFESSOR ARE 
SAVED FROMTHE 
| Spiper cana. 
WE GoT To LEAVE NOW: 
| SomewHeRE THERE A 
[RIME. 1S HAPPENING! 
COMEON MAX 
LET US MovE! 

















TROUBLE, FANTASIA 
WiLL ALWAYe BE THEREL, 
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Ihe monitor 
lizards are the 
most 


distinctive members of the reptile 
family. They have flattened 
bodies with granular, tough baggy 


skin, Their feet are powerful and 
they have a long, slender snake- 


like forked tongue. They are the 
largest and heaviest of all the 
living lizards. There are four 
monitors in India, They are the 
common (or Bengal) monitor, the 








yellow monitor, the 
desert monitor and the water 
monitor, 

Although monitors are stout- 
bodied, they are surprisingly very 
agile creatures. Their prominent 
and well-developed eyes alert 
them to dangers, The monitor, 
while in motion, flicks its tongue 
to investigate its path and the 
nearby objects. The sharply 
curved claws of the feet and the 
strong muscular tail serve as 
ready weapons of defence, In 
case of emergency or in danger, 
monitors can climb tall trees, 
swim across deep waters, run 
over the ground and dig burrows. 


Me: are predators and 
avengers, They eat fish, 
crabs, birds, eggs, and even 
carrion. They are fond of raiding 
poultries and excavating the nests 
of turtles and crocodiles. All 
monitors reproduce by laying 
eggs and the young are exact 
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replicas of their parents. The 
monitors are not vocal creatures 
but they can hiss loudly if 
cornered. 

‘A monitor, if cornered and 
threatened, rises high on its legs, 
hisses, sways its body and lashes 
its tail in readiness to defend 
itself. Besides delivering severe 





blows with its muscular tail, a 

monitor can also claw and bite. 
In a sudden encounter with a 

large monitor, the safest course 
suggested is to avoid it and save 
yourself from an unpleasant 
situation. 


Method : 





RAW 
MANGO PANNA seve 


N THE WILD 


“The monitors are relentlessly 
hunted wherever they aré found) 
‘because of their delicious eggs 
and wholesome meat. The oil 
textracted from their fat is used as 
medicine. The main reason for 
the vanishing populations of 

these giant lizards is their 
indiscriminate slaughter for their 

valuable skin. It fetches a highi 
price. The Indian government 
has declared all the four monitors 
found in India as protected 
species. 






TSN Murthy, 
Chennai. 





BUDDING CHE! 





You need : 

Mango pulp - 1 kg., sugar- 1.5 kg., 
water - 1 kg., citric acid - 30 gms, salt 
0.80 gms., cumin seeds - 10 gms.; black 
paver 8 8 gms. mint extract - 40 ml., 

~Yetsp. 










‘Wash, peel and grate mango. Boil grated mango in a litle 
water. Powder pepper and cumin seeds. Add to boiling pulp. 
Add sugar, simmer for 2 few minutes. Cool and filter syrup. 
Extract juice of mint from mint leaves and strain through a fine 
cloth. Mix with the mango juice and allow to cool. Add 
preservatives and bottle the product. 

Serving : Add 3 - 4 cups of water to one cup of syrup. 


Shalini, age 13, DAV School, Chenné 
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Story : P. Godavari, 


Illustration : : LALITHA 





Ajay was in first standard. | 
ther 

Dad, help mei "ome © 

with maths, time gson. 


He was poor in studies. 


titesh, would you ke) 
to play TV games? 


€ 


return late today. 





joyed \ 
H ! 
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‘Mom, teach me) 
this sum, 


No one helped im with his 
homework. 





a, mom to 0 buy it i for you. 










nee 7 4 — _ 

Mom, | need a notebook, }( The teacher ay 

(io you buy me one? will punish Gone is ; 
can buy it 


a 












buy it later. 





V'm busy. ll 


oy, can't ‘Tyou see >) 


<a where you are 
{must return home) : sf 


before dad and mum 
are back. 
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Quick! Let’s 
take him to 
the hospital. 











x Alo 

Now his parents alway a 

put his needs before 
eis. 
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Many 
students exhibit a 
love for service ata young age. Social service may not be 
a lucrative profession, Instead a degree in nursing will help you 
to whet your desire for social service and will help you make a neat 
packet too! 

You may opt for science - Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Maths 
in your XII standard, You have to score a minimum of 60 to 70 
percent. B.Sc. degree in nursing is offered in many universities in 
the country, 

‘To improve your chances of landing a job, it would be wise to 
specialise in a particular field. After B.Sc, nursing, you car 
cither go in toa diploma course in your field of specialisation 
oryou can opt for M.Sc. in nursing. Here too you can choose 
a major to specialise in. 








You can specialise in 1, Psychiatry, 2. Cardio-vascular, 
‘Thoracic nursing, ete 
Several government run institutes in the 
country offer diplomas in psye 

nursing, 
al 
seek employ 
abroad too. You need a 
minimum of two years experi ~ 
ence before you seek employ: 









fed nurses 















anogsne 
CAREER 





ment abroad. 
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Dipty, Vil, 
‘Sacred Heart HS, 
Navi Mumbai. 








‘Dear Samika, pl. send your 
‘age and name of school. 





Dear Bharat, pl. send your 
house address. 








RB. Maharishi, IIB, 
‘Soundararaja Vidhyalaya, Dindigul. 





DO WE NEED 





We thank you for your enthu 
siastic response to the compett: 
tion, Most of you wrote that we 
need dams. A few came up with 
the suggestion that we could go 
ahead with dams taking care to 
provide for the people displaced. 

One participant said it was 
wrong to harness the natural gift 
to mankind. Here we are 
publishing two of the five winning 
entries, The rest will be published 
in the next issue, The winners are 
— Shruthi Iyer, Std. VII, Kidland 
Eng. Med. School, Dombivli, 
Thane; N. Bharathi Kumar, 

Std. X C, Vani Vidhyalaya, MHSS, 
Vellore; VK. Ramya, Std. IX, 
Little Angels School, Karur; $.S. 
Shyam Sundar, Std. VII, VMJ 
School, Madurai and P.R. Arun, 
‘age 15, Christ Nagar School, 
Trivandrum, Each published entry 
receives Rs. 75/- 


BUILD ECO-FRIENDLY DAMS 


ixty-five percent of India's popu 
lation depends on agriculture for 

a living. Agriculture requires water. 
Rain is the main source of water. In 
India, monsoons are unpredictable, un 
evenly distributed and erratic. Irigation 
is a must for the survival of agriculture. 
Huge dams are constructed across 
major rivers for storing vast quantities 
cof water. This has helped India 
achieve self-sufficiency in food grains. 
Dams play an important role in the 
generation of hydro-electricity besides 
providing potable water. ‘They also 
control floods. They are useful in 





+ Dams provide work 
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breeding fish, transportation and 
tourism. 

Dams have always been under fire. 
‘The main problems the displacement 
of people living close to the dam site 
Enormous quantities of water will sub- 
merge land. Hence the inhabitants 
of the area are displaced. They hesi- 
tate to leave their homes and farms 
and settle elsewhere. 
*Sllaway of hydrate power ston n 


‘Heavy downpour results in over 
flowing of dams and when shutters 


are opened the gushing water may 
cause massive damages. The deple- 
tion of forest area at the construction 
sites destroys the natural habitats of 


many animals. This disturbs the 
balance of nature. 

Dams also cause rivalry between 
states over waters of the rivers. The 
argument over river Kaveri is yet to 
see an end. 

The solution is to construct eco- 
friendly dams. Choose sparcely popu: 
lated areas with fewer arable lands for 
constructing the dams and generously 
compensate the displaced people. 
Rise in population necessitates 
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increased agricultural yield. Hence we 
need dams. 

Shruti Iyer, Std. VIL, 

Kidland Eng. Med. School, 

Dombivli, Thane. 


DAMS POWER ECONOMY 


i: needs dams. Agriculture is our 
Jcountry's backbone. Agriculture 
needs irrigation. Dams provide the 
‘water needed for irrigation. Besides 
storing water, dams serve other pur- 
poses too. They check floods, help 
in power generation, fisheries and 
inland transport. The Damodar valley 
project helped to check floods. Large 
reservoirs and canals irrigate lakhs of 
hectares. This has helped the growth 
cof crops even during the dry season. 

In America, President Roosevelt 
promised the people a dam across 
river Tennessee if elected to power. 
The electricity generated from the 
stored water in this dam was sold to 
seven states, covering 40,000 square 
miles. Dams will better the lives of 
the people. Displaced people could 
be resettled and given jobs else where. 
Dams are necessary to sustain the 
economy of the country. 


N. Bharathi Kumar, Std. X C, 
Vani Vidhyalaya MHSS, Vellore. 
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War 


Treatty wonder 
Why do people fight? 
When they don’t know 
What is wrong and what is right? 
War causes destruction, 
Ttleads to pollution, 
Itis a waste of money 
To pile up ammunition. 
So many soldiers sacrifice 
their ives, 
Leaving bereft their children 
and wives. 
Nothing is gained out of war, 
Then people fight with each 
other, what for? 
Natasha Purusharthy, Std. VII, 
A.ECS No. 2, Miimbai, 
















Learning English 


Shudents must learn to speak their mother tongue. The 
decision by the Tamil Nadu government may appear political. 
But that is not so, Most convents prohibit speaking Tamil 
Punishments too are meted out for not speaking English. 

Since Tamil is being made compulsory only upto the 

fifth standard, it will teach the student the basics of the 

language. English will certainly not suffer due to this 
R. Nivas, Std. XII E, 

BHEL MHSS, Trichy. 
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Why we need zoos 


Sanctuaries and national parks 
allow more room for movement 
However, not all animals can be 
housed in sanctuaries, Quite a number 
of species are on the brink of 
extinction. By encouraging 
animals to breed in 200s, the 
authorities are only helping to 
increase their chances of 


Once we 
have a large num- 
ber of these near- 
extinct species they 
could be rehabilitated in 
sanctuaries. Poachers still prey on 
wildlife in sanctuaries. In zoos they 
don't have the chance to kill animals. 

In Gir, a sanctuary for lions, the 
animal is unable to breed well. There 
are merely 300 lions in Gir. In 2008, 
like Vandalur in Chennai the wildlife 
is given an almost forest-like atmo- 
sphere. The animal breeds well here! 

We encourage circuses where 
animals perform tricks that in normal 
life may scare them. Should we not 
take a more serious view of animals 
being made to jump through rings of 
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fire? 
If we begin by ban- 
ning such cruelty 
to animals then 
perhaps a 


few years down the line 
we may have safe sanctuaries 
for all our wildlife 
Madan Mohan, Std. IX, 
Lok Kalyan PS, Kalyan. 


Heroes of the small 
screen 


With TV ruling every child's 
leisure hours there is much to worry 
about. TV viewing children often jump 
to the conclusion that whatever their 
troubles their TV heroes will rescue 
them. 

Itis time they learnt that there is 
difference between reality and make- 
believe. Otherwise it may have disas- 
terous consequences, 

S. Anulekha, age 16, 
NSS College, Trivandrum. 
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year 


very 
arth 
celebrated 


Day 
April 22. Yet, little concern. 

is shown about Mother 
earth, 

Ten thousand years ago, well 
over 50 percent of earth’s surface 
was covered with forests. Today, 
although about 30 percent of the 
world is covered with trees, only a 





on 
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fifth of the original 
natural forest remains 
intact. These ancient 


forests survive in 
remote places of the 
arth - Siberia, North 





Canada, West and 
Central Africa. Even 
these are increasingly 
threatened by our 
civilisations. 
Plants, trees or 
forests play a vital 
role in man’s total 
environment, We 
need green and 
fresh environ- 
ment for our 
survival. Plants 
trap energy 
from the sun 
and use it to 
transform 
carbon-di- 
oxide from 


the air. They take water and nutri- 
ents from the soil. Food substances 
like starch and sugar are prepared 
byit through the process of photo- 
synthesis. The stored energy in the 
plant is then released when the 
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plants die and decompose. Nutri- 
ents and energy are both recycled 
through the forest ecosystem. 
Deforestation playsa vital role in. 
the degradation of land, When a 
forest is cut down, not only is the 
energy stored in the wood re- 
moved, but also most of the nutri- 
ent capital of the system, Deforesta- 
tion, therefore, leaves behind a 
poor soil. Cutting of trees exposes 
the land surface to the full force of 
wind and rain. Asa result, the rich 
and fertile top soil, created by 
million years of labour of the sun, 
wind and rain, is washed away! 











‘ater erosion takes away 
000m tonnes of top soil. 
With it goes about six million 
tonnes of micro-nutrients present 
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in the soil. The value of lost 
nutrients is more than the total 
value of fertiliser imported by 
India! 

In Orissa, extensive deforest 
tion left large stretches withoutany 
defence against the super cyclone, 
Many a time, the Sunderbans has 
defended South Bengal from 
storms and cyclones 

Our forests have an uncertain 
future, Reduced forest cover h 
pers the ecological balance of the 
environment. Indiscriminate fell- 
ing of trees must be stopped imme- 
diately. 

Some trees have to be felled to 
make way for development. Ifsuch 
a development is not planned, it 
will Iead to slums and colonies as 
in big cities. This will have a far 
worse impact on our environment, 
health and hygiene. We need to 
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» strike a balance between develop- 


ment and green cover. Where one 
wee is felled, ten trees have to be 
planted in the vicinity of the 
affected area. 

Observe Earth Day by planting 
atree to make good the loss caused 
by our greed and exploitation. 
Trees must be planted whenev 
possible. You can plant trees on the 
idside or in parks. It will help to 
ercate a green atmosphere. It will 
help promote an awareness among 
people towards the preservation of 
environment. 

Sukhendu Datta, Calcutta. 
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+ The optimism brought about an 
Tedependent, united incia 
evil, boredom, pain and 

misery in everything 

He casts a gloom 
wherever he goes. 

Optimists always 

succeed no matter 
what, John Milton 

went blind in the prime of 

his life. He composed his 

greatest English epic 


‘Paradise Lost’ only 


describe a glass half ip 
filled with water? later, Madam Cufie 


‘An optimist will lost her husband in a 
find ithalefull, A * tragic accident, Her 
pessimist will find the best contribution to 
glass half-empty. To the modern science came 
optimist life means birth and after her husband's death. 

Helen Keller, 


HALF - FULLOR scien 


HALF - EMPTY? sezezs 


growth, ripeness, truth, goodness, widely. 


beauty, wonder, joyand happiness. _ A healthy and hopeful attitude 
‘The optimist spreads sunshine Will help to mect all challenges 
wherever he goes. Bhamy Maithri Shenoy, 
The pessimist sees disease, age 14, 
decay, death, falsehood, ugliness, SVS Eng. School, Bantwal. 





Field of Life 


In the field of life sow the seed of love. Water it with aspiration. 
Fence your field with fellowship. Else, it may be destroyed by sins. 
God is the life-guard who can rescue you from the ocean of sin. 


V. Ravitheja, age 12, St. John’s Res. School, Chennal. 
RANDOM THOUGHTS 
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na town lived a baker who 
) a out his living baking 

bread and cakes, The baker 
had many customers, most of 
whom bought one-kilo bread 
loaves, 

In the street across the baker's 
lived a milkman, He sold butter 
beside milk. The baker bought 
butter from the milkman every 
week, One day, the baker weighed 
the butter. It was little less than a 











kilo. He at once sent for the 
milkman. The milk- man hurried 
to him. “Why is your butter 


hing less than a 
kilo?” the baker 
asked. 

“That can't b 
said the baker genuine- 
ly puzzled. 

“Shall Ty 
front of you?’ 
asked. 

“Yes do it, 
milkman. 

‘The baker placed the 
oncckilo weight measure in 
the balance and placed the 
butter packet in the other 
pan of the balance. It 
weighed less than a kilo. 











igh it in 
the baker 





said the 





What do you say now, 
friend?" asked the baker ang. 

“Please weigh your one-kilo 
bread loaf,” said the milkman. 

‘The baker weighed his one-kilo 





my 






















‘bread. It was also less than a kilo. 

“Please place my butter in one 
pan and your one-kilo loaf in the 
the other and weigh them,’ the 
milkman said. 

‘The baker complied with the 
milkman’s request. The weight of 
the butter and the loaf of bread 
were the sam 

“The 
one-kilo weight measure, So, Luse 
you one-kilo loaf to measure my 
butter,” the milkman said, 

‘The baker 















BUTTER 


was fooled but could speak no 
further, 

Shafna Banu, Std. VII B, 

LMHS, Pollachi. 
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People came to him for advice. He| 
never took anything in return for! 
the help rendered. He collected] 


s from the forest and ate them. 















One footpri 
than the rest. He’s lame 
in one foot. 


Over the years he le 
about animal behaviour. 












lighter 


arnt many things 











ge came under the 
of a wise king, 











He had a favourite camel) 
A. on which he rode to battles. 





Over the years 
the camel grew 
old and was! 
allowed toroam. 
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Send a search party, 
day the camel went ‘announce a bag of 


forest and \ gold to the finder. 73 \ 


four majesty, the| 
camel is lost. 





| But no one could trace 
{ the camel. 


Did you see a 
camel pass 
this way? 


ER 


fe don't believe you. 
Weill take you to the 


The soldiers took the old [// From the foot prints on the ground 
man to the king’s court. knew it was a camel, One of the four 
footprints was lighter than the oth 
SPY 








I knew it was lame 
in one foot. 
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The grass on the left side | saw bits of grass and 
had been eaten but that on half-chewed leaves on the 
the right side had not been ground. | could tell that it 
touched. | was sure it was ‘must have lost some of its 

blind in one eye. 


Tam impressed. 
Find my camel. 


The king asked the old man to stay in 

the palace as his advisor. One day, 

don’t want |lwhile sharpening his dagger the king| 
sneezed and cut his finger. 






















Don’t worry. 
It’s all for the 
best! 





Throw him Don't worry, 
into the it’s all for 
prison. the best. 
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‘The horse threw off the king and bolted] 
in fear. The king saw a lion approach him, 











I shall pretend 
to be dead. 









finger was al 
for the best. 











You were right 
when you said it was 
all for the best when 
lost my finger. It 
saved my life. 
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Y i thought 
you said it was all for ‘killed me. Now | am alive 
the best. Why? because I was in prison. 


Had | not been in You are a clever, 


prison, I'd have nod A 
N come with you for wise old man. 
PSA 2 c oy] 
I shall listen to you 


though it may not 
always please me. 


4 Don't worry, your 
majesty. It’s all for 
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IN THE WILD 











here are seven 
species of bears 
in the world. Of 


these three can be found 
in india —the Himalayan, 
black bear, the brown 
bear and the sloth bear. 
The difference in the 

natural habitats and the 
food which they eat has 
greatly influenced their 
physical appearance. 
Many might not believe 
that bears and dogs share 
the same ancestor, but 
this is what fossils reveal. 

The Himalayan black 
bear is an inhabitant of 
cold regions. It is found 
in Kashmir, the Terai re- 
gions of Assam, Burma, 
Malaysia and Baluchis. 
tan, It likes mountainous 
terrain which are clothed 
indense vegetation. Here 
it can find roomy caves, 
and caverns to take up 
residence. Though it fre 
‘quents altitudes ranging 
from 1,525m to 3,660m 
its altitudinal preferences 
vary according to climate 
In summer it moves upto 
3,000 - 3,660 m, while in 
winter it comes down to 
altitudes as low as 
1,500m. 

(On the chest of the 
Himalayan black bear is 
a white patch shaped like 
a". This marking has 
earned the animal the 














additional name of moon 
bear. lls ears and eyes are 
rounded and small. Though 
not blessed with a very 
sharp vision, the bear 
makes up for it with its 
ute sense of smell. Its 
legs are longer in re 
lation to the rest of 
the body. 







here are five 
large claws on 
its paws which it 
uses to dig and also 
to defend itself. ts 


pugmarks are very similar 
to human foot prints. The 
tail is very small and re- 
mains hidden in the 


fleshy hindquarters. 

Bears live up to 40 years, There is a noticeable 
difference in the size of males and females. The male 
is 140 to 165 cms in length while the female may 
teach 170 cms. 

This powerful animal isan expert climber. Despite 
its ponderous size it can shin up towering trees. It re: 
quently engages in this activity in quest of bee-hives. 
Itis very fond of honey. 1 also eats fruits and roots of 
plants. Because of its fondness for fruits such as 
inges, it is considered a nuisance by orchard 
‘owners. Occasionally, the bear may catch fish or hunt 
mountain goats. Its excellent sense of smell helps it 
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Taaforestliveda 
very old lion. He had no 
strength to hunt for his food. 
However, he could not forego 
food for long. He wandered 
every- where, but in vain. 
Finally, he came to a cave. 

“Surely some animal will 
‘come to this cave in the night? I 
willwaitinside, When he enters 
Twill pounce on him and kill 
him. I'll have a good dinner at 
last,” he said to himself. 

The cave was in fact, the 
house of a clever jackal. In the 
evening the jackal returned 
home. He was about to enter 











in locating and ambushing the nimble, 
elusive goats. 

“The mating season is usually autumn. 
The young are born in winter. The 
mother-bear chooses thick forests or 
caves in the mountains to give birth to 
her cubs. Usually two or three cubs are 
born at a time. The cubs remain with 
their mother for two to three years. 


Bors cir aay ans come 
out in search of food under the 


GOKULAM 


his cave when he noticed some foot- 
prints leading tohis cave. He looked 
closely and realised that they were 
the footprints ofa lion. He was not 
sure whether the lion was still 
inside. So he thought of a plan. 
He sat outside the cave and 
said ina loud voice, “Hello dear 


wasssilence. He shouted again, 
“hello dear cave! Can’t you 





c— 


(BA hear me?” Again there was 
a+ 


silence. 

“What cavel”’ cried the 
jackal, “Have you forgotten our agree 
ment? Everyday when I return I will 
‘greet youand you will greet mein return. 
‘What's with you today?"” 

Hearing this the lion thought 
‘probably the cave is not responding. 
‘because I'm inside’. Thelin thought that 
the jackal might go away if he was not 
‘welcomed, 

If the jackal went away, he'd lose his 
dinner. So the lion roared, “Hello, friend! 
Welcome back home.” 

Hearing this the jackal thought, ‘It is 
the foolish lion that is roaring. Let me 
escapeas fastasican’ Heran away from 
thecave while the foolish lion waited for 
his prey all night in vain, 

B. Asma Sultana, Std. IX, 
‘VCHS School, Chennai. 
‘cover of darkness, Though a peace: 
loving animal, it can become ferocious 
‘when hungry or under attack. It even 
picks up quarrels with the mighty tiger. 

The uncontrolled expansion of 
human settlements has drastically re- 
duced the kind of habitat that is suite 
able for bears. This has greatly redu- 
ced its numbers. Even those that sur- 
vive have to struggle to survive. 
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P= in certain 
arts of Wales in 
in, believe that a 
blue flame will guide 
the dyingto their grave. 

“The blue flame can 
be seen floating abave 
marshes and swampsin 
many parts of England, Germany, Scotland, 
Ireland and Venezuela 

“This blue flame is known as the ‘illo 
the wisp’, Stories abound of men who tried to 
follow the flame and disappeared. It isan evil 
spirit people believed. ‘The flame disappeared 
from time to time, Sometimes it travelled 
rapidly and sometimes it remained stationary 

he Latin name for this Name is 
iqnifats meaning ‘oolish fire’. tis 
caused by the burning of some gases 








GHOST 
FLAME 


released by rotting plant and 
animal remains found in bogs. 
One of these gasesisa compound 
‘of phosphorousand hydrogen. In 
dry air this gas often bursts into 
fame 


T is flame may be seen in 
raveyards where the soil 
and climate are right for producing it. People 
who attempted to follow it, often los it 

The Welsh have spun a story around the 
flame. Long ago, St, David promised the 
Welshmen that noone would die unless the 
fight emerged from the churchyard and 
summoned him. ‘The Welsh 
peasants believed tha the foolish 
fire’ was the spirit of a deceased 
relative come wofetch the spirit 
‘of a dying man of woman, 
J.Gayathri, age 16, 

Sri Shankara 
















jhe letter Eis the most used letter 

I in English. ‘Today this letter is 
sending warning signals. En- 
vironment and ecology are two words on 
which the world is now concentrating. 
‘The environment has been badly degra- 
ded by man, The ecological balance has 
been disturbed. Pollution is on the rise. 

Every year more than 15,000 people 
dic of poilation-related illness in India 
alone, In many places land has become 
fallow. Tribals have lost their source of 
livelihood. Many species of birds and 
animals are disappearing. When a 
country’s ecology is in danger a few 
people fight to restore it. These people 
are called eco-warriors. 

‘The word environment comes from 
the word ‘environs’ meaning ‘sur- 
rounds’, The present day environment 
is the result of millions of years of work 
‘by mother nature, Inthe past few decades 
man has destroyed more than 70 percent 


The earliest eco-movement 
began in India in 1972 











of it 

Intensive agriculture reckless exploi- 
tation of earth’s resources, cutting down, 
of forests, dumping of wastes and efflu- 
ents etc. are taking a heavy toll. Green- 
house effect, acid rain, landslides, barren 
Jand, decreased water table, and polluted 

\ir are the consequences. 

When development destroys the 
environment that supports life, then it is 
wise to rethink. 


he first eco-movement and eco- 
warriors belonged to India. Our 
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culture and traditions respect plants and 
animals. In many of our festivals, plants 
‘and animals are worshipped. For cen- 
turies Indians have lived in harmony with 
nature. They followed the principle - 
there's enough for everyone, but not 
‘enough for one man's greed. However, 
in the past few decades all this has 
changed. 

‘The earliest eco-movement ‘chipko’ 
began on the slopes of the Himalayas in 
1972. Adivasi women in Tehri village 
hugged trees in their forest when greedy 








thekedars arrived to axe them, The 
‘women won the battle. The movement 
gathered momentum after 1978, 
The chipko slogan was “forests 
provides us 
with five Fs — 

food, fodder, 

fuel, fibre and 

fertilisers. 

They make 

communities 

self-sufficient. Every green tree of a 
forest prevents disasters like avalanches 
and landslides. It saves soil and con- 
serves water. The tree's gifts nottimber 
but soil, water and oxygen.”” In the south 
cchipko was known as “Appiko’ 

Quite a few people have died for the 
sake of environment. 

Chico Mendes was a rubber tapper. 
He eked a living tapping rubber sap in 
the 180 million year old Amazon forests, 
Cattle ranchers and mining companies 
in Brazil began tearing down the 
rainforests for pastures and mining 
‘Mendes and his fellow Brazilians 
protested non-violently against this des- 
truction. Corrupt government officials 
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supported the destruction. Mendes was 
fined and jailed. In 1988, he was shot 
dead, Mendes and his fellowmen were 
traditional rubber tappers who never 
destroyed the forests for greed. 

Kenule Benson Tsarowiwa is a 
Nigerian eco-warrior, He was killed 
while trying to protect the land of Ogoni 
tribes, Tsarowiwa was a writer and 
dramatist. Nigeria’s oil rich pockets 
were being exploited since 1958 by an 
oil company. 

» The company extracted oil worth 
billions of dollars but did nothing for the 
tribe that had sacrificed the land. Oil 
spills and acid rains made the soil fallow. 
‘Tsarowiwa protested this exploitation. 
He was excuted by Nigeria's dictator- 
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ship. 

Recently, Julia Hill, a woman stayed 
up in a redwood tree for 737 days 
protesting their cutting down by a pacific 
lumber company, ‘The company was 
planning to make $ 450 million from the 
timber, Finally in December "99 the 
company declared a buffer zone of 
redwood trees as protected. 

Redwood or Sequia trees live fortwo 
to three thousand years. They grow toa 
height of 350 feet. They are the tallest 
trees on earth, 

Sunderlal Bahuguna, Medha Patkar, 
Maneka Gandhi and Baba Amte are 
India’s eco-warriors. 





Malavika Dekhane, Nagpur. 
61 pc2000 







lay to the 
Guinness 


Israeli chefs once 
offered free 
traditional breakfasts. 
All beach goers along 
the 1.6 kms. stretch 
of Tel Aviv's 
Mediterranean shores 

were welcome. The breakfast spread 
contained cheese, yoghurt, vegetables and 
bread. 

The chefs wanted to show the world that 
there was more to Israel than wars, The feat 
was carried out by 10,000 workers. The 
Strauss diaries supplied $ 140,000 worth of 
food items. 


























Biggest Kielbasa sausage 


The world’s biggest Kielbasa sausage took 
three days to cook. It weighed 1,302 
pounds. It was, however, sold in pieces. 
The sausage was cooked in Connecticut, 
USA 


Most awards won 


r4 
i) 
A Polish film maker found his way 
into the Guinness for winning 280 
prizes at various film contests since 
1963. The amateur film maker, 
Henry Lenhert, ha 
produced 260 
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short films, Many 
of them promoted 
ecological 
themes. 
















India’s 
conference 
hall 


Indian 
army personnel 
constructed a 
conference hall at an 
altitude of 14,500 ft. in 
Sikkim. The highest in the 
world, itis at Nathula pass on the 
India-China border. 

The two-storey building came 
up in seven months’ time. I is 
the official venue for regular 
border personnel meetings. 


\ 


ap ai 








Kite from Jeans 

A youngster thrilled everyone by flying a 

pair of giant kites made from jeans during a 
kite festival in Africa, The annual Cape 
‘Town Kite Festival was initiated to raise 

funds for the Cape Mental Health Society. 

Kite making workshops and kite battles 

found pride of place! 


Gold mousett 
“CAT EXHIBITION’ 


Gold mousetrap 


A mousetrap made of 
peach wood and gold went 
on display at the cat and 
mouse exhibition for six 
‘months in 1998. In it lay two 
mice made of silver. It was 
presented by an art historian 
in Germany. It is the 
costliest mousetrap. 

Suresh K. Anjum, 

Calcutta. 
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Dear Rekha, 

@ Whenever you get angry walk out 
of the situation. Drink a glass of water 
‘and count upto 100. Think rationally. Find 
‘out what makes you angry. If you 
think you are right air your 
views. Unless you are 
assertive you may not have 
friends. All your fears of 

your classmates plotting 

‘against’ you and 
complaining tothe teacher may 
be baseless. 


B Ihave many friends. Yet was close, 
to only one girl. One day we fought over 
‘a book and I think i's all my fault. She's 
the only best friend Ihave now. How dol 
tell Bhargavi that she’s my best friend? 
S. Sagarika Das, Std. XC, 
KY, Secunderabad. 






very short-tempered. 
shout at everyone for silly 
reasons. My classmates are not 
friendly with me. I often get them gifts 
hoping to win their friendship. I study 
quite well, Often people refuse to help Dear Sagarika, 
me. They plot against me and complain (J = You can 
to the teacher. How do I conquer short- walk upto her and 
temper? tell her you are 
R. Rekha, Std. IXC, sorry. Or, you can 
St, Francis GHS, Secunderabad. gift her the book 
that was the cause 
ofthe fight. Gether 
a chocolate bar or 
simply apologise. 
Good friends will 
accept apologies 
‘and forget the whole 
episode. 





B prepare well forthe exams, Yet tp 
forgetthe answers when [sit for the exarig: 
‘What's happening to me? 

H. Karthik, age 14, AECS, Mumbg 

Dear Karthik, 

@ Try t0 give yourself mock-tests. 
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Read the lesson and then try to answer the 
questions given at the end of the lesson. 
Understand the answers and the questions 
asked, 


B We have just moved to Mumbai, I 
‘am unable to make friends, Please help. 
G.P. Manasa, Mumbai. 


Dear Manasa, 

@ Since you are new to the city and 
school it will take time to make friends. 
At school don't let go opportunities for 
‘group activities like cultural programmes, 
debates, competitions etc. Cultivate 
hobbies and find out if-any of your 
‘classmates pursue the same hobby. You 
‘could exchange information on the hobby. 
Exchange notes on the subjects taught in 
school. You will 
‘make more friends 
by showing interest 
in studies 


‘Two of my 
closest friends are 
not talking to me. 
We had a fight a 
month ago. Iam 
hurt 

HLR. Aarabhi, 

KY, Dharwad. 
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Dear Aarabhi, 

Why not concentrate on studies? 
If they were close to you, they'd have 
‘forgotten the fight and spoken to you. 
Cultivate active, time-consuming pastimes, 
You are sure to make new friends, your 
former friends too may begin to respect 
‘you. 


B Lam in Std. IX. Ihave a competitor 
in my class, In eighth standard we scored 
almost the same marks. Now he scores 90 
percent, He is good at science and maths. 
I go for tuitions in maths and science. I 
study tll 11 in the night. I still ean't score 








sr boy + Have you axswened all the 

‘questions? 
2nd boy + I kvew all ihe answers bur did 
Nor kwow which questions they went witht 
C. Gowthaman, Srd. VII D, 
‘Santhosh HS, Tindivanam. 


—<$= 
as well as him. 

D. Rajkiran, age 14, 

DAV PS, Bhubaneshwar. 

Dear Rajkiran, 

@ Check whether you write the 
answers to questions correctly. Find out 
where youare losing marks. You can study 
better if you understand your weaknesses. 
Then you will score wel in exes. 

Love, 
Grandma worm. 
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eerthi and Sindhu had been 
studying in the same school since 
they were three. Now in their 


seventh standard both girls always vied for 
the first rank. 

Often Keerthi stood first. Sindhu took 
it all in her stride. One day Keerthi and 
indhu had a small fight. Keerthi was very 
angry. ‘The new girl Sruthi in her class 
spoke to even Sindhu, but not to her! 

Keerthi said angrily, “Okay, that’s the 
tend of our friendship.” She was jealous 
of the attention Sruthi gave to Sindu. 
Sindhu too was upset. “I too don't care 
about you anymore,” she said. She ran 
‘away, tears streaming down 
her cheeks. 



















Keerthi 
was secretly proud that 
she could often edge past Sindhu 
in exams. She was really pleased that her 
friendship with Sindhu was over. It was 
riot long before the new girl in class Sruthi, 
approached her. 

Snuthi was arich gil, Often she'd bring 
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chocolates to school. Ever since Sruthi 
had struck a friendship with Keerthi, both 
girls ignored the other girls in class. Just 
before the annual exams Keerthi fell il. 
‘The doctor diagnosed it as typhoid, 


certhi was unable to attend school. 
Quite a large potion was completed 
during the days Keerthi was absent 
‘When Keerthi recovered enough to sit 
up, she called Sruthi over the phone. But, 
Sruthi avoided speaking to her. When 
Keerthi returned to school, Sruthi conti- 
‘ued to avoid her. Soon the final 
‘exams were upon them. Keerthi 
prepared forthe exams 
She was very upset when 
the results were announced. 
She had lost first rank to 
Sowmya who always stood 
R fifth in class. Even Sindhu 
had come third. She cried 
lost rank. No one con- 
soled her. Sruthi actually 
ignored her and went 
off with Sownys I 
was only then di 
Keerthi realise that 
Sruthi loved to be 
seen with class} 
toppers no mattet 
‘who they were. 
When she turned to find her i 





forgotten friend Sindhu it was too late| 
Sindhu had taken transfer to anothe! 
section 

In her bid for a rich gir!’s friendship 
Kecth a ost faith rend and bef 
‘marks too, Keerthi couldn't stop crying, 


BR. Vidhya, Std. IX} 
Nivedita School, Bangalo 
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n the edge of 
a forest lived 
‘awood cutter 


with his two children. 
The woodcutter lost 

his wife to Tuberculosis. He 
remarried so that his children 
‘would be well fed and taken care 

of. The wood cutter's second 

wife made his children do all the 
house work. She did not feed the 
children well, This upset the wood 
cutter. 

He thought up a plan, One day, 
he asked the children to pack up 
lunch. His wife was visiting her uncle 
in another village. The wood cutter 
left for the forest with his children. 
He asked the children to rest under a 
tree while he cut wood in another part 


SI 


ildren 


of the forest. 

‘The children waited for their father 
to return til evening. But the wood 
cutter never returned. He abandoned 
them in the forest. He hoped that 
the children would find shelter in the, 
village that adjoined the forest on the 
other side 

When their father did not return 





the children were 
worried. It would 
soon be dark. The 
children wandered 
inthe forest. They 
climbed a tree in a 
vain bid to find 
their father. 

In a distance 
they spotted alight 
in a house, They 
made their way 
towards the house. 

They reached 
the house and 
knocked on the door. A beautiful 
young woman opened the door. The 
children told her how they were lost 
in the forest. The young woman fed 
them and then told them that she was 





“1 can smell humans here. 
Have you cooked a tasty 
meal?” 





a princess, She had been kidnapped 
byademon, She asked them to sleep 
in a box, so that the demon would 
not find them. 


‘oon the demon returned home. 
“can smell humans here. Have 
you cooked a tasty meal?" the demon 
growled 
‘The princess said, 
You must be ravenous. 
Till serve you lamb stew. 
The demon ate the stew and was 
soon asleep. Early next day the 
princess awakened the children and 





t's lamb stew. 
jown and 









asked them to meet the king in the 
palace. 

“He is my father. He'll send his 
soldiers to save me."” 

‘The children went up to the palace. 
When the king heard their story, he 
marched to the demon's house with 
his soldiers. Soon, the princess was 
freed. The demon was killed. 
Meanwhile the king ordered the 
children’s father to be brought before 
him. 

‘The wood cutter apologised to the 
king for abandoning his children, He 
also said that his second wife had died 
in an accident. He promised he'd 
never again abandon his children. 

The king appointed the wood 
cutter as the royal gardener. He 
arranged {or free education of the 
wood cutter's children 

‘The princess was married off to the 
prince of a neighbouring country. 

Hardeep Bamrah, age 12, 
Assembly of God Church 
School, Asansol. 
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tis so fascinating to 
watch the pitter-patter 
of the raindrops on our 


Window panes! How are 
raindrops formed? 

The atmosphere around us is filled 
«with suspended solid and liquid particles 
of various shapes, sizes and chemical 
composition, These may be from natural 
sources or from man-made sources. It 
is because of the presence of these par 
ticles that the sky appears blue. Most of 
these particles are microscopic and 

consist of dust, 

















smoke, salt 

crystals from 

sea-sprays, solid, 

sulfates, nitrates, 

hydrocarbons and 

voleanic eruptions 

The presence of 

these particles in 

large concentrations 

‘can be annoying, dangerous or lethal at 
times. In the absence of these particles 
our sky would never be blue, Rain and 

snow would also be impossible 

‘When that the sun shines the waters 

of the oceans, rivers, lakes ete. evaporate, 
Water vapor being warmer, is lighter than, 
the air and so rises up. AS it rises up it 
starts cooling. As it cools it starts con- 
densing on the microscopic particles 
(known as aerosols) of dust, smoke, salt 
crystals and the other chemical particles 
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that are ever present in the atmosphere. 
In the absence of these particles, the 
water drops formed due to condensation 
‘would have been very small 





‘t would be almost impossible for 

them to grow into bigger droplets so 
‘as to fall down as rain. But thanks to 
these aerosols, the intial water drops that 
form are fairly big. ‘These 








particles are also referred to as ‘cloud 
condensation nuclei’. Clouds are made 
up of billions of such tiny water droplets 
whose radii are about Ijum. 

‘There are two types of clouds - warm 
clouds and cold clouds. The clouds in 
which the temperatures do not fall to 0°C 
‘are known as warm clouds. The tops of 
these warm clouds are found between 3.3, 
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and 5.4 kms above sea level. Inthe cold 
clouds the temperatures fall below 0°C 
and the tops of these clouds extend 
beyong 5.4 kms above sea level. The 
radii of aerosols is only 001 - 0.1 pm, 
Over the Indian region generally warm 
clouds form, Sometimes, during 
thunderstorms we find cold clouds, Then 
instead of raindrops, we get hailstorm. 

How is rain formed in the warm 
clouds? 


Salt particles in the atmosphere, have 
a radius of 0.1 ~less than 1 jum and are 
hence known as “giant condensation 
nuclei’. ‘These salt particles allow large 
cloud drops to form, The clouds contain 
‘loud droplets of various 
sizes which move 
around 
(Brownian 
motion) 







Fun with mathematics 








1, If a man has ten sons and each 
son has a sister, how many children 
has he? 


2. If 6 cats catch 5 mice in 5 
minutes, how long will it take for 1 cat 
to catch a mouse? 

3. When do elephants have eight 
feet? 

4, Ina magic basket, the numbers 


of sweets double every minute. The 
basket was fullin one hour. When was 
ithalt ful? 

5. Ram is the 10th in a queue 
starting from either end. Find how 
many are standing in the queue. 

M. Vinodh, Vridhachalam. 
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‘When the smaller cloud droplets collide 
with the larger cloud drops, they tend to 
stick to them thus making the larger 
cloud drops even bigger. This process 
is known as the ‘collision - coalescence” 
process, 


D™: grow by this process until 
they reach a size at which they 
become unstable and break up again into 
smaller drops, ‘This may continue for 
several cycles, tll the cloud now contains 
more number of large drops that are 
falling down due to gravitational 
attraction, 

‘When the cloud can no longer hold 
these water drops, they stat falling down 
and this is rain, A typical raindrop has a 
radius of Imm, However, if the size of 
the raindrops is about 0.1mm we call it 
‘drizzle’. Scientists say that something 
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like 10,000 drops fall per square em in 
moderate rain! Amazing, is it not! 

The cold clouds are usually com- 
posed of ice crystals (of length about 0.5 
mum) and supercooled liquid water drops, 
By a process known as the Bergeron- 
Findeisen (after the scientists who 
discovered the process) the ice crystals 
grow in size of a few millimeters, They 
start falling under the influence of gra- 
vity, As these ice crystals fall they may 
‘melt and join with smaller liquid cloud 
droplets. 

‘They then grow into raindrops by the 
collision-coalescence process of the 

arm clouds, finally falling down ay 
rain, However, if the ice crystals do not 
‘melt, they may grow to large snowflakes 
and thus teach the ground as snow! 

Dr. Poonam Mehra, 
Mumbai. 
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Caught a cold? 


Cold is caused by no 
less than 200 kinds of 
virus! You can keep colds 
at bay by washing your 
hands often. The cold- 
causing virus can stay 
alive for 2 - 3 hours on 
an inanimate object. A 
person may wipe his 
runny nose. He may 
then place his hand on a 
door knob. The virus will 
be transferred on the 
door knob. Anyone who touches 
the knob and then rubs his eyes 
or nose can catch a cold, 
according to a recent 
study, 


Whales win, salt 
loses 
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Environmentalists won a 
battle for whales recently. 
Baja Peninsula in Mexico is 
close to a winter breeding 
ground for the endangered 
grey whales. At the peninsula 
a large company proposed to 
set up a salt plant. For five years 
environmentalists fought to 
prevent the plant. Finally the 
company relented. 

Whales rarely visit the 
peninsula. Yet, environmentalists 
said that the plant should not set 
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a precedent. Other poor 
countries will also allow 
companies to occupy bio-reserves 
that hold rare species. 


Gold balls 


Ina town in Tamil Nadu 
workers struck gold while digging 
acanal, A pot of gold balls 
was unearthed. Each ball 
weighed 300 gms. Quite a 
number of people took home 
these balls. The police are now 
retrieving these balls. 










Year of peace 


UNESCO has declared the 
year 2000 as the year of peace. 
Efforts will be made to inculcate 
the qualities of patience and 
cooperation among the people, 
said UNESCO. 
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nglish! English! English! 
EK Wherever we go, there is 

English, We are constantly 
surrounded by it. Switch on the radio 
or television, you hear it. Board the 
train or bus, you find people 
conversing in the language. Walk 
along the road and look up, colourful 
advertising slogans in English stare 
back at you. 
Switch on the 
computer and 
you find that 


English. 

Some of your friends talk to their 
parents in Eng- lish! At home and at 
school you have a lot of print material 
in English. You have textbooks, 
newspapers, and of course... maga- 
zines, Look what you are doing now! 
You are reading an English magazine. 
Why aren't you reading a Tamil, 

Telugu or 
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zine? I'll tell you why. 
Everyone wants to learn 
English 
In India, in the cities at 
Jeast, people are crazy about 
the language. Many people 
believe that if you want to get 
ahead in life, you have to 
learn English. People want 
to learn English because they 
believe that they can get a 
‘200d job if they can speak 
and write reasonably well 
in English. ‘They also 
believe that it will help 
them move from one 
part of the country to 
\ another. If they: 
know only the local 
language, then they 
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where that langu- ~~ ABLE 
age is spoken. As for DADE 


those who want to go 
abroad, they definitely 
have to know English, 
and they spend a lot of 
money taking exams 
just to show that they / 
Know English! So, \ 
as you can see, there 
are many reasons / 
why people want to 
learn English. 


liticians always 

tell us that we 
should get rid of 
English. They tell us that we should 
promote our own languages. After 
all, why should we learn the language 
of the people who ruled us for 
centuries? This is what they tell us in 
their speeches. What do the politi- 
cians do once they have finished 
‘giving their speeches? They send their 
children and their grandchildren to the 
best English medium schools! 


A sound knowledge of 
English ensures good 
jobs. 

‘The demand for English medium 
schools has increased so much that 
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there is one 


on the corner of every 
street. We want the school that we 
g0 10, to teach us English, 

We expect the teachers to doa 
wonderful job of teaching all of us! 
But there is a problem. Our classes 
are so big! We have between 40 and 
100 students in every class. How can 
‘one teacher look after the needs of so 
many students? It’s just not possible! 
Asa result, what happens? 

Many of us fail to learn English. 
Failing to learn the language that 
many of us want to makes us angry 
and frustrated. And what do we end 
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up doing? We complain about the 
teachers, the school, the workload, the 
sun, the moon, television, cricket, etc. 
You get the point, don’t you? We find 
fault with everything except our- 
selves, But that’s what you need to 
do. You need to take a good look at 
yourself, What i it that you are doing 
to learn English? Are you using your 
noodle? Or are you just sitting back 
and waiting for the teacher to give 
you everything? If you are, you can 
just keep waiting. 

‘There are several things that you 
can do on your own to improve your 
English. Which brings me to my 





somewhat unusual title, “Use your 
noodle”. “Noodle” is another word 
for your head. 

In this column, in the coming 
‘months I am going to talk to you about 
how you can use your head to learn 
English. In other words, your 
‘common sense. Iwill try and suggest 
ways by which you can improve the 
four skills - listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. 

I will begin by writing about 
speaking. If there are any questions 
that you would like to ask, write in 
Address your letters to the Editor. 

S. Upendran 
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is said that the noise made by our 
Je is deafening. Scientists say 

at we are lucky that we can’t hear 
all that noise. 

Before our roads were taken up by 
ccars and trucks, it was very peaceful. 
Horse-drawn carriages passed by 
houses. Once when horse-drawn 
carriages were rare, a man ran before 
the carriage warning people to stay away 
from the path of the carriage! 

‘When trains began to run, the noise 
of the engine and the whistle often 
scared people... until they got used to it 
all. 

‘Today we are assailed by a variety 
of noises. There are vendors who 
scream at the top of their voice. There 
are vehicles that speed on as if chased 
by the very devil, there are loud speakers 
that blare film songs or a politician's 
speech. There are people who shout to 
be heard above the din. 

How often have you faced all this in 
‘one day? Almost everyday! We are 
creating a chaotic world for ourselves. 
Ata busy intersection while waiting for 
the signal to turn green, most drivers get 
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very impatient. They incessantly sound 
hor. This sends out wrong signals to 
those waiting ahead in the line. 

Every morning atleast a dozen 
vendors pass by residential areas. They 
list their wares at the top of their voice 
hoping to entice customers. The noise 
these vendors make discourages a quiet 
hour devoted to study. 

‘Sometimes these vendors’ loud 


shouts startle the resting old people too. 


* Some people ore totally unaware ofthe 
‘ote they make! 








* ith Yoo much sound evet 
‘music inet pleasant 
poles, loud speakers 
are fixed. We are 
assailed by film songs 
and songs in praise of 
gods and goddesses. 
Asif this is notenough 
we have also to con- 
tend with elaborate 
poojas that go well 
into the night and 
which are amplified! 





While walking on the road, we have to 
contend with the horns installed in 
vehicles. Some drivers show scant res- 
pect for silence zones. In India “school 
zones’ and ‘hospital zones’ strictly pro- 
hibit sounding of homs. Most drivers 
disregard the ‘No Horn’ signal when 
they pass by schools and hospitals 





Silence is 
necessary for recuperating 
patients. Noise slows down the re- 
covery rate of the ill. All school students 
know why it is very important to 
observe silence. Ithelps to concentrate 
better on studies. 
People love to celebrate festivals 
with gaiety. On hastily put up wooden 
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Cx election time, all political 
parties vie with each other for the 
common man’s ears, Speeches are 
broadcast from street corners over loud 
speakers. Lanes and bylanes are full of 
‘autos that replay these speeches. Noone 
is spared. 

At weddings we have 
orchestras blaring film songs in 
the name of entertainment. 
Some of us are prey to neigh- 
bours who have scant regard for 
silence. They will raise the 
Volume of their TV or music 
system. The sound will rever- 
berate throughout the house! 

Why does noise bother us? 
It reduces our sense of hearing. 

We are unable to concentrate on 
‘our work. Constant noise puts us or 
the edge. We lose patience. We commit 
mistakes. Meaningless noise makes us 
tense and nervous. In the long run 
excessive noise tells on our health. 
Let us learn to be patient. The lesser 
noise we make, the pleasanter out 
atmosphere will be. Instead of submit- 
ting meekly to noise pollution we could 
contribute towards a peaceful environment, 


78 sect 2000 






+ Retum of he native? 

Olympic Silver 
Coin 

Asilver coin weigh- 

ing one kilo was recent 


+ Man ofthe match 


* Good show 





ly released at Sydney. The coin isto com- 
‘memorate the Sydney Summer Olympics. 
‘The coin has a diametre of 10ems. It de- 
picts all the 28 sports that will be played 
at the Games, 


Medals for India 
At the Grand Prix 2000 boxing event 
held in Czech Republic, India won four 
‘medals - one each in the gold and silver, 
‘category and two bronze medals. 
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Chess 
Vishwanathan Anand now ranks third 
after the Linares tournament, He won the 
penultimate round ofthe tournament mak- 
ing 4 points. Krishnan Sasikiran recently 

became a Grand 

E) Master. He's India’s 

fifth GM. He's the 

second youngest 

GM. TheotherGMs 

are ~ V, Anand, 

Dibyendu Baruah, 

Praveen Thipsay 
nd Abhijit Kunte 

Cricket 
The first and the 
second 

ternational bet~ 
ween India and 
South Africa went 
India’s way. When 
the visiting team 
posted 301 runs 
lunch in the first 
match, few hoped 
that India would 
cruise through the 
game. Even die- 
hard fans 
sceptical. When the home team won the 
game, it was time for celebration. 

‘The match was a first of sorts. Never 
before did two teams make 600 runs in just 
aday from 100 overs! The match definitely 
thrilled the crowds 

With Sachin stepping down, worries 
bout India winning a match were laid to 
rest. Mohammed Azaruddin’s return tothe 
game has proved beneficial for the Indian 
team, India now leads the one-day interna- 
tional series against the visiting team, 
bringing laurels tothe new captain Ganguly 
Earlier, India lost the test series 2-0 to South 
Africa 
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paper and paste 
it on, if you want 





designs on your magazine holder. 
Place it on a tea-table, It can hold 
the morning newspaper and a few 


‘You need : 

Discarded card board box of 
2h X 2X2 ft; Colour 
paper; Gum; Cellotape 


Method : 

Paste one of the open sides 
of the cardboard box using 
cellotape. You ean snip the flaps 
of the box on the other side 
Cover the other sides of the 
box with colour paper. Paste the edges 
of the colour paper. 

Cut out designs on another colour 
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Mandir, Chennai 


Help the boy reach his kite 
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COMPUTER FEST "2000' 
IS WAITING FOR VOU 


Junior Diploma in 
Computer Science (JDCS) 


Duration : 1 Month (3 hrs per Day) 
Course Highlights 


lLovelt (Age 10-12 Yours) | Lovell (Age 13-15 Years) 
Introduction To Computers| 

) Computer Languages 
© Windows 95 
) Powerpoint & Logo 

© Paint Brush ) Internet 

© Intemet © WordPad 

© Edutainment © Edutainment 


Contact Your Nearest CSC, 150 Centres All over South India 














